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light and absent day,' but a substantial entity. The denizens of
this pestiferous realm suited its character: Mani represents them
as groping about in aimless anarchy. They and their abode were
pictured as in every way odious: the horrible Dark is peopled
with a horrible race appropriate in character and habits to the
place they live in. But in all this there is nothing evil Evil began
when the Dark invaded the Light.
Mani could not explain how this first disturbance of the eternal
order took place, any more than Bardaisan could. He seems to
have said that somehow the Dark smelt and perceived that there
was 'something pleasant' beyond his region. It cannot well be
doubted that Mani's point is that the beginning of evil is un-
regulated desire. But we must not regard Mam's cosmogony as a
mere allegory: fantastic as his Gods and Angels may be, it is clear
that he and his disciples did regard them as real. The modern
investigator has to be clear on both sides: to be fair to the religion
of the Manichees we need to remember that the fantastic myths
which Mani taught correspond to a serious view of the strange
mixture of good and bad which we feel within ourselves and see in
other human beings; and on the other hand as historians we must
not treat as allegories the tales of the Primal Man and the rest of
the Manichaean mythology because to us, with our modern con-
ceptions of the material universe, the tales sound silly and bizarre.
The tale of the Primal Man is fundamental to Manichaeism.
He was called into being to repel the invasion of the Light by the
Dark, and was clothed or armed with the Five bright Elements,
with Light, Wind, Fire, Water and Air (as distinct from 'Wind').
But the result was disaster. The Primal Man was left lying un-
conscious on the field, and the Five Elements were swallowed up
by the Dark. This combat corresponds to the Fall in Catholic
doctrine, but, as has been said above (p. 497), it is still nearer to the
doctrine of Bardaisan, in that it makes the Fall to be the immediate
cause of the world in which we live.
The Primal Man recovered from his swoon and entreated the
Father of Greatness for help, so a fresh evocation of Light powers
came into being. One of these, the Friend of the Light, called to
the Primal Man, and the Primal Man had power to answer him1.
The Powers of Darkness were definitely mastered and their
invasion of the Light was arrested. But victory is one thing and
1 This Answer and the corresponding Call were hypostasized by the
Manichees: they seem to correspond to the Call of the Missionary and the
favourable Answer it is able to bring forth from the Soul, even when enmeshed
in material surroundings.